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Greet spring with phenology study

Thsnath BJ Ko sted,
curicdurdrectar a Nrth
Shore nmani ty Schodl, rural
D uth, shares ideas about
conty ni ng out door studi es wth
nany suby ect areas.

By B J. Kohl stedt

I nspring, both students and
teachers | ook for excuses to
t ake | ear ni ng out door s.
Phenol ogy i s the perfect
activity to conii ne sci ence,
technol ogy, reading, witing
and creati ve expressi on. But
what, exactly, isit? And how
canit be used?

Phenol ogy i s the tracki ng of
t he seasons t hrough event s
innature. (pservers all over
the worl d predi ct and record
any natural event whichis
season dependent —t he
returnof robins, flowering of
dandel i ons, singi ng of frogs,
| eaves turning ca or, | akes
freezingover, eventhefirst
nosqui to bite of the year.
They t hen shar e t hese dat a,
al ong w t h weat her and day
length, wth other observers,
and nake predi ctions and
dr aw concl usi ons about
ever yt hi ng fromani nal
mgrationto gl obal warm ng.

At North Shore Community
School , an envi r onnent al
charter school sponsored by
V@l f R dge Envi ronnent al

Learning CGenter, fifthand

si xt h grade st udent s si gn up
for a phenol ogy el ective

whi ch neet s once a week.
A their first neeting, they
learnthe definitionaof phe
nol ogy, then take awal k on
thenaturetrail, naki ng
journal entries about obser-
vations they expect to
change t hr oughout t he
spring — i ke whet her or not
trees have | eaves. Back

i nsi de, they work together to
brai nstormalist of natural
events they wll watchfor.

Hnally, student phenol ogi sts
devel op ways to i nform
othersintheir school and
communi ty about phonol ogi -
cal events and i nportance.
A North Shore, adisplay
and bul l etinboard i s kept
current wth events towatch
for and t hose that have
happened, al ong with a nap
of Mnnesota to showthe
progress of robins, nonarchs
or pussy w | | ons bl oom ng
across the state. Sudents
rotate throughthe three
stations of observation,

t echnol ogy and educat i on

t hr oughout t he season. Each
nakes a contributionto

sci ence and servi ce. And
eachlearns that theearth
speaks tous, but onlyif we
listen

Mbr e phenol ogy on back . . .
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Helpful Resources
Journey North, vwww
learner.org/jnorth, in

cl udes a phenol ogy dat a
exchange wher e st u-
dents can add dat a or
read comrents from

ot hers around t he coun-
try. Tnesitead sooffersa
placetolinkupwth

ot her cl assroons, as
wel | as i nfornation
about signs of spring.

S udent s nay creat e
listsof aninal sthey ve
seen at www eNat ure.
com Thesitea soin
cludesonlinefied

gui des wth pi ctures.

Envi ronnent al educa-
tionresources are pl enti -
ful at the Mnnesota
afice of Environnent al
Assi stance Véb si t e,
wwn seek. st at e. mm. us.
FollowEELinkstoalist
of Mnnesota' s environ-
nental | earning centers
andlots of infornation
about envi r onnent al

top cs.

The National Wldife
Feder at i on descri bes a
variety of habitat pro-
grans, educator re-
sour ces and st udent
proj ects at waw nwf .
or g/ educat i on.



Phenology

Tracking the Seasons Through Events in Nature

Phenology Calendars
Sudentsinthe North Shore

December January February Gormmuni ty School phenol -
s Lakefreezes o ogy cl ass use a cal endar to
= l'ist the ki nds of seasonal
§ events they wll watchfor.
The school al so keeps a bi g
March April May poster where al | students
=2 %ihgﬁﬁrliyw S thHbUedﬂ' g E?;Sﬁln Ofrglhirg nay recor d obser vat i ons.
S |frg r?ri k Fra thuderstam Mrgarzerswth The post e’r | ncl udes r oomfor
? petdeady - flosiiy | bt They’ ve seen v the date o
Febvirgrd adéirds | lceat onlde i thei r observations. Fhena -
_ June July August ogy st udent s sel ect si gnifi-
¢ |Mladdins Ars rdeleasstun | oot events and | st themon
€ |Salnuthbessmn aa
€ |k al arge schoal cal endar.
?
I ndi vi dual cal endars nay
September October November EI S0 be usedd b{c Skt] udent.s to
Tressl gl eaes Tressaebare lceanl akeedes cep T ecords of happeni ngs
= Fird frog M| akleae thr oug_hout the_ year . CBJ en-
L Sofluries dars mght beincludedin
journal s or used as t he basi s
for nath or sci ence proj ects.
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