Staying In Touch

News from the Center for School Change in Rural Minnesota

Small schools increase benefits for
students — not necessarily costs!

Wen it conmes to school

si ze, researchindi cates t hat
snal | school s of ten perform
better than|arge schod s.
Gaduationrates, achi eve-
nent and t eacher sati sf ac-
tiontendto be higher in
snal | school s, whi | e dr opout
nunber s and nunber s of

di sci pl i ne probl ens are

| over.

Nonet hel ess, thereis al ong
st andi ng percepti on t hat
snal | school s aretoo costly
tobuildandoperate. A

comon ar gunent for con-
sdidaioninrura dstrictsis
theideathat nai ntaini ng
one | arge school i s nore cost
effective than operating two
or nore snal | er ones.

Arecent report, ol lars and

of Shall Shool s, questions

t he “econony of scal e’
concept, and gi ves evi dence
that snal | school s (on aver -
age, snal | school s have
fewer than 300 st udent s

whi | e | ar ge school s have
nore than 1,000) are not only
better for kids but affordabl e
aswell. Their argunents fall
intosevera categories.

» Authors of the report
suggest that hi gh drop-
out rates inlarge schoad s
nay create long term
costs for soci ety si nce
dropouts arelikelyto
earn | ess t han graduat es
and need nore inthe
formof publ i c assi stance.

» \ery large school s require
sdlariesfor extral ayers of
admni strators as wel | as
nor e security and nai n-
t enance per sonnel t han
snal | school s. Large
school s are | i kel y to have
nor e vandal i smt han
snal | schod's, a least in
part, because students
do not feel as connected
to cl assnmat es and t each-
ersasthey doinsnall
schodl s.

» Gettingstudentsto cen
tralylocatedschod s
I ncreases costsinboth

Sense: The (st Bfectiveness @ontinued on back . ..

apf
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Helpful Resources
The M nnesot a Par ent
Center (MO, isastate
W de proj ect that sup-
ports students by hel p-
ing fam!ies and school s
buildstrongties. This
fall, the program worked
wththe Genter for
School Change to co-
sponsor | ocal |y pl anned
parent i nvol venent
events i n conmuni ti es
throughout the state.

The project a so offers
freeinfornati on and
assi stance t o educat or s
aswel |l as parents of al
school -age children. A
current list of workshop
titlesincludes: Rarent

I nvol venent at +Hone
and School , onf er ences
for Rarerts, Famly
Friend y Gonferences for
Educat i onal R of essi on-
al's, Record Keepi ng,
Advocating for A of es-
sional s, Advocating for
Your Ghild (parents),
Lhder st andi ng Qul t ur al
Dversity, Billyingand
Truancy.

For addi tional inforna
ti on about MPC pro-
grans, visit theproect’s
V¢b site at waw pacer .
org/npc or call 800-537-
2237.



Fishing for History

Teachers at the Mnnesota Center, ayear-round mddl e
schodl inthe Gantri dge-1santi Shool District, createda
fishing gane as away to hel p student s t hi nk about
Mnnesot a hi story.

Mit eri al s Needed
Apl astic f oamm nnow bucket
Achild sfishingpd e o icefishingpdewtha
nagnet tiedtotheendof theline
About 30 paper fishwth paper clips attached

A the Mnnesota Center, teachers wote history ques-
tions onthe paper fish, andthenput thefishintothe

m nnowbucket . S udents were sel ected to go fi shing on
arandombasi s. Dependingonthefishinglawsineffect,
students mght either answer the question or ask for
responses fromot hers i nthe cl assroom

M nnesot a Gent er t eacher Gary Hawki ns sai d t he gane
isbothagreat notivational tool andfun! Teachers have
adapted it for nany subj ects at school and usedit at
presentati ons to out si de gr oups.

Sall schod's. ..
transportati ondol | ars and
students’ tine.

Thereport a solooks at bui | d
ing costs for newschool s
based on dat a col | ected from
489 sites submttedto school
desi gn conpetitions. Wile
there can be si gni fi cant con
structioncost d fferences
bet ween very snal | and very
| arge schod s, witers found
evi dence that snal | school s
can be cost effectivetobuild.

For afree copy of ol lars and
Sense, call Know edge Vr ks
Foundat i on (515-929- 1122) or
the Rural School and Gom
nuni ty Trust (202- 955-7177).
Goncordi a, a pl anni ng and
architectura designfirm
was athird partner i nprepa-
rationof thereport.
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