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School foundations provide
financial and human resources

Shool districts t hroughout
the nation, includi nga grow
i ng nunier i n M nnesot a,
benefit fromsupport of fered
by | ocal school foundations.

Aschool foundationis an

i ndependent or gani zati on
set up to assi st school s by
rai si ng noney, buyi ng equi p-
nent or seeki ng donati ons of
Servi ces.

School foundati ons usual |y
begi n wi t h endowrents —
noney set asi de specifically
togenerateinterest or

ot her i nvest nent i ncone.
Gont ri but or s under st and
that noney they give to an
endowrent w || never be
spent. Wen an endowrent
i s | arge enough, however, a
school fund can use i nvest -
nent profitsto support grant
giving. Gten, this neans
giving smal|l grantstoteach
ersfor innovative pro ects
that fall outsidethe school
budget .

I n sone pl aces, school foun-
dations are establ i shed as
stand al one nonprofits, while
inothersthey affiliatewth
near by communi ty f ounda-
tions. Innortheast Mnne-
sota, for exanpl e, the

Dul ut h- Superi or Area Com
nmuni ty Foundat i on pool s and
i nvests a nunber of endow

nent funds i ncl udi ng t he
North Shore Community
School Fund and Proctor’ s
Rai | s Endownent for Aca-
demc, At and Ahletic
Devel opnent. Vrking with
the communi ty foundati on
al | ows t hese school funds to
operate w thout filing paper-
wor k to gai n i ndependent
nonprofit status.

Rai si ng Money
Sncetheyarestill buildng
thei r endownents, neit her
the North Shore nor the
Proctor fund has begun to
nake grants. Nonet hel ess,
each has al ready benefited
fromavari ety of sources.
Profits fromsal e of a conmu-
nity hi story book put $8, 000
intothe North Shore fund,
and staff nenbers’ vol un-
tary payrol | deductions add
about $5, 000 per year tothe
Proctor endowrent. CGontri -
buti ons al so cone from
special events and gifts from
communi ty nenbers.

Heta Garol, who works wth
the Proct or school fund, says
rai si ng noney can be diffi -
cult, but sheadds, “... The
grant s option shoul d nake
l'ife easier and nore revard-
ingfor nany inour district
who struggl e to cover the
nost basicitens.”
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Helpful Resources
Agui debook for fol ks
who want to know nore
about creating school
foundations i s Oream
B g: Qeating and G ow
i ng Your School Founda-
tionby Mark M Havens.
Publ i shed by t he Na-
tional Shool Rublic

Rel at i ons Associ ati on,
Rockvi | e, M., 301-519
0496, ww\ NSpra. or g,
thebook is avai |l abl e for
$29. 95 pl us shi ppi ng.

For i nf ornat i on about
grant opportunities for
schoal s, grant witing
tips, sanpl e proposal s,
fund rai si ng opport uni -
ties and advi ce from
other schod s, visit
wany school grant s. or g.

The M nnesot a Gounci |
on Foundat i ons, i n coop-
erationwththe Dul ut h-
Superi or Area Commu-
ni ty Foundati on and
Nort hl and Foundation, is
offeringa Gant Seeki ng
for Begi nners wor kshop
inDuluthApril 11. For
addi tional infornation
about thi s session or

ot hers schedul ed for a
variety of | ocations
around the state, goto
http://www ncf. org/
nef / grant / begi nner s. ht m



Minnesotans Like School Choice

As part of its research on Mnnesota public school

choi ce prograns, the Genter for School Change recently
conmm ssi oned Mason- 0O xon Pol | i ng t o conduct a
statew de pol | .

Arandomsanpl e of 625 regi stered Mnnesota voters
was pol | ed February 19-20. Anong i ndi vi dual s pol | ed:
» 75%bel i eve “famlies should havetheright to
sel ect anong vari ous publ i ¢ school s”;
» 80%strongly support, or support the Rost-
Secondary oti ons pr ogr am( 12%oppose) ;
» 60%strongly support, or support “second
chance” choi ce prograns ( 18%o0ppose) ;
» 56%strongly support, or support openenroll -
nent (32%oppose); and
» 52%strongly support, or support the charter
school | aw (21%o0ppose) .

Support for choi ce prograns was hi ghest anong peopl e
under age 50, and parents w th school age children. The
pol | was part of a study supported by the Rut h and
Lovett Peter Foundation. Additional results are availabl e
at the CSCVeb site, ww cent erf or school change. or g.

Shool Foundations . . .

Maki ng Fri ends
Inadditionto neeting cl ass-
roomneeds, school founda-
tions al socreate solid con
nect i ons bet ween school s
and communi ti es. Founda-
tionboards typical lyincl ude
i ndi vi dual s who do not wor k
I n school s and who nay not
have childrenenrol l ed. In
their work as board nem
bers, these peopl e often
spend nany vol unt eer hours
| ear ni ng about t he ways
school s work and shari ng
that informationwthothers
inthe community.

Mar k Havens, a school foun-
dat i on expert (see H&l pful
Resour ces) says, “The work
of aschool foundationis as
michfriendraisingasit is
fundraising.”

Publ i shed by the Center for School Change in Rural Mnnesota, S aying i n Touch provi des a nont hl y
connect i on between CCand rural school sites. Miterial is preparedfor publicationby rural outreach
coordinators Terri Anderson and M cki Nel son. (opies are avail able by nai | or at the CSCVéb site,
wawe cent er f or school change. org. P ease send conment s or questions to M cki Nel son at 37848 Deer

Lake Vdy, G and Rapi ds, MN 55744 or vi cki nel @cp2. net .

The Uhi versity of Mnnesotaiscommittedtothepolicythat al |l personsshal | have equal accesstoits
prograns, facilitiesandenpl oynent w t hout regardtorace, col or, creed, religion, national origin, sex,
age, narital status, disability, publicassistancestatus, veteranstatusor sexual orientation.
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