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Background checks?

Schools’ volunteer policies vary

Aquestion during a br eakout
session at the recent M nne-
sot a School Boar ds Associ a-
ti on | eader shi p conf erence
pronpted a bit of research on
schod pdiciesredatedto
backgr ound checks for vol un-
teers. Many thanks to Center
for School (hange si tes and
ot her s who shar ed i nf or na-
tionfar thisstoy!

M nnesot a | awrequi res
crimnal background checks
for individual s hiredtowork
inpublicschoas, but there
isleewnay whenit conesto
vol unt eers.

Mnn. Satute 1238 03 says,
“... Aschod hiringauthority
nay, a itsdscretion re
quest acrimnal history
background check ... on any
i ndi vi dual who seeks to
enter aschool or its grounds
for the purpose of serving as
a school vol unteer or work-

i ng as an i ndependent con-
tractor or student enpl oyee.”

Wi | e sone of the CSC
school s that responded to an
infornal survey do not re-

qui r e backgr ound checks f or
vol unt eers, there are nany
school s that do. Kat hryn
Thonas, director of the

M nnesot a Parent Proj ect at

t he PACER Gent er, M nne-
apol i s, saidrequiring back-

ground checks for vol unt eers
I s becom ng common. Many
nonprof i ts and school s are
doi ng so, she sai d, inorder
to protect thensel ves from
possi bl e | ansui ts.

Gathy MIntyre, policy ser-
vices director for the Mnne-
sot a School Boar ds Associ a-
tion agreed. Because of
situations that nay | eave
themopentoliability, she
suggested, “... Sone school s
have deci ded to do t he
backgr ound checks even

t hough t he | awdoes not

specificdlyrequreit.”

Among seven CSC school s
that repliedto survey ques-
tions about vol unteers, three
use sone backgr ound checks.
S x keep track of parents and
vol unt eers by requi ri ng t hem
tobothsigninandcarry

i dentificationpasses or
badges. Stes al so expressed
different expectati ons at

el enent ary and secondary

| evel s. Responses from

el enent ary school s i ndi -
cated that teachers or ot her
school staff nenbers are

al ways present when vol un-
teerswork wth students. In
contrast, vol unteers at sec-
ondary school s sonet i nes
wor k w t hout teachers on
hand.

Sesurveyresults onback . . .

ap

Feb. 2003

Helpful Resources
Larry Long, long tine
friendof the GConter for
School (hange, is fea-
turedinthe springissue
of Teachi ng Tol erance
Magazi ne.

The i ssue al so i ncl udes

I nfornati on about order-
ing afree and song-
book Long created in
cooperationwththe
nagazi ne. | WI I Be Your
Friend: Songs and Activi -
ties for Young Peacenak-
ers, was prepared wth
el enentary students in
mnd and i ncl udes 26

“l earnabl e, si ngabl €’
songs that cover a

vari ety of nusical styles.

The CD songbook pack-
age (recommended f or
grades 2-5) isavail bl e at
no charge to el enent ary
school s and t eachers.
Send a request on
school | etterhead,
si gned by a princi pal or
admni strator, to:
| WI' be Your Friend
Teachi ng Tol er ance

Q der Dept.
400 Wéshi ngt on Ave.
Mont gonery AL 36104.

For nore i nfornati on,
visit ww tol erance. org/
t each/ expand/ nag.



Responses to Background Check Survey

1 Does your school require background checks for
vol unt eers viho hel pteachersinor out of the class-
roon? Four school s said “No.” Qne sai d “ Sone-
tines.” Twoothers said“No” for parents, but “Yes”
for conmuni ty or busi ness vol unt eers.

2 Does your school allowvol unteerstowrk wth
chi | drenwhen ateacher or ot her school staff per-
sonisnot present? Four (all el enentary) sai d neither
parent s nor conmuni ty vol unteers work al one wth
students. Three (all secondary) sai d parents and
communi ty nenber s soneti nes work w t hout a
teacher.

3 Howdo you noni tor vol unteers or visitors? S x of
theschoo srequirevo unteersandvisitorstosignin
and wear a badge or carry a pass.

4 Do you have afoll owup pl anfor vol unt eers? 9 x of
t he schodl s recogni ze vol unteers wth events or gifts.
None of t he school s survey vol unt eers t o det er mne
howt hey feel about their vol unteer experiences.

Based on a survey vol untarily returned by forner CSCsites —Feb. 2003.

Great news!
EoM si ons, Inc., Henderson,
Mnn., has received a $4.5
mlliongrant fromtheBIl &
Ml i nda Gat es Foundation to
replicatethe prg ect-based

| ear ni ng nodel used by M n-
nesot a New Gount ry School
and t he t eacher - owner gover -
nance nodel of EdM si ons

(operati ve.

Funds wll al |l owEM si ons to
work wth 20 newsi tes
throughout the nation. An
earlier Gtes grant provi ded
noney t o hel p EdM si ons
devel op severa schoadl sin

M nnesot a and W sconsi n.

Forner Center for School
Change out r each coor di nat or
Doug Thonas i s presi dent of
EoM si ons, 1 nc.

Publ i shed by the Center for School Change in Rural Mnnesota, S aying i n Touch provi des a nont hl y
connect i on between CCand rural school sites. Miterial is preparedfor publicationby rural outreach
coordinators Terri Anderson and M cki Nel son. Qopies are avail able by nai|l or at the CSCWb site,
wan cent er f or school change. org. Pl ease send conment s or questions to M cki Nel son at 37848 Deer

Lake Vdy, G and Rapi ds, MN 55744 or vi cki nel @cp2. net .

The Uhi versity of Mnnesotaiscommittedtothepolicythat al |l personsshal | have equal accesstoits
prograns, facilitiesandenpl oynent w thout regardtorace, col or, creed, religion, national origin, sex,
age, narital status, disability, publicassistancestatus, veteranstatusor sexual orientation.

The Center for School Change in Rural Minnesota
A Project of the Center for School Change

HHH Institute of Public Affairs - U. of Minnesota
301 Nineteenth Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55455

www.centerforschoolchange.org



